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conviction resulted in the lock up of a known
gang member who had used a taser gun
to shock both his girlfriend and her dog.
Cardenas is not surprised that this first case
involved both animal and domestic violence.

“Studies have shown that if people are
cruel to animals, they're very likely going to be
cruel to human beings,” says Cardenas, who,
as the chair of the city's Ad Hoc Committee
on Gang Violence and Youth Development,
has also made stopping violence against
humans a top priority. Cardenas does not see
the two goals as separate.

“When they bust these [animal abuse]
rings or what have you, they end up finding
cash, they end up finding drugs, they end up
finding guns,” he says. “They're breaking

owning an unaltered dog or cat over the
age of four months, with common sense
exceptions. A majority of the 800,000 cats
and dogs that pass through California’s
animal shelters each year are euthanized at
a cost of $250 million to taxpayers. The bill
is modeled after a Santa Cruz ordinance
that in just 10 years reduced the number of
strays taken in by shelters by 64%, even as
the human population grew. Legislators, such
as Assemblymember Lloyd Levine (D-Van
Nuys), who wrote the bill, hope that it will
have a similar effect state-wide. Though it
recently died in committee, Levine plans to
reintroduce the bill next year.

“I think that every city and county, once
they run the numbers, they're going to say,
were spending millions of dollars to euthanize
animals where we could spend hundreds of
thousands of dollars, on average, to go ahead
and spay and neuter them,” Cardenas says.

In fact, according to the Animal
Population Control Study Commission, over

When it comes to spaying and neutering, that’s just

fundamental. We want a no kill city. We want a no Kill country.”
— Councilman Tony Gardenas

the law and hurting the community—both
human beings and animals.”

In May, Cardenas introduced a motion
before the Council to establish an Animal
Cruelty Reward Fund to encourage witnesses
to come forward in unsolved animal abuse
cases. The rewards system, which would be
dependent on donations from community
members, is expected to be considered by
the Council this summer. By establishing this
fund, Cardenas says, “We are saying as a city
that no animal deserves this kind of cruelty,
and you will be brought to justice for abusing
our animals. ..Simply put—reporting animal
abuse stops other forms of violence and
improves the humanity of our communities.”

Cardenas is determined to improve life
not only for Los Angeles” animals, but for
animals throughout the state. He recently
carried a unanimous City Council resolution
supporting the California Healthy Pets Act, a
state bill that would forbid any person from

a ten-year period, for every taxpayer dollar
spent on spaying and neutering, $18.72 is
saved in future animal control costs.

“When it comes to spaying and
neutering, that's just fundamental,” says
Cardenas, whose dog Coco and cat Gracie
are both happily altered. “We want a no kill
city. We want a no kill country. We just want
to get away from genocide on our animals
and the only way that we're going to do that
is if we as responsible human beings do what
we can to make sure that we spay and neuter
[them]. Spay and neutering costs money, but
the alternative is ten fold more expensive.”

Breeders strongly oppose the bill, even
though itis not aimed at preventing breeding.
In fact, licensed breeders are exempt, as long
as they obtain an “intact permit,” which
can also be obtained for old or sick animals,
certain breeds, show animals, service dogs,
and police dogs.

“No way has the bill ever been what

Task Force Update

The Los Angeles’ Animal Cruelty Task
Force consists of two full-time LAPD
detectives, five LAPD officers, five
Animal Care and Control officers, and
seven prosecutors.

In its first year, the Task Force
investigated nearly 300 incidents of
animal cruelty and neglect and made
over 30 arrests leading to 9 felony and
10 misdemeanor convictions.

“It [is] exciting to be involved

in a relatively new idea that has
relationships to all types of violence,”
says Lieutenant Tony Lomedico, who
supervises the Task Force.

In early May, the Task Force investigated
evidence that a criminal parolee was
neglecting his dogs. Through their
investigation, the detectives found

that the man was not only harming

his pets, he was actually keeping his
girlfriend locked inside the house. Both
the dogs and the woman were taken
into custody and the suspect now faces
charges of false imprisonment and
animal neglect.

As this case showed all too well, people
that abuse animals often abuse their
children, spouses, or significant others.
"We educate our staff about the
correlation between violence against
animals and violence against people,”
Lomedico says.

Lomedico is also proud of a recent
bust at a South Los Angeles residence,
where the Task Force recovered 21 pit
bulls who were being trained to fight
through abuse. The team arrested two
suspects, one with alleged gang ties.

To report animal abuse, call
The Task Force at 213-847-1417

some of the breeders are saying,” Cardenas
says. “If it has an effect on breeders who are
looking at it for the money and they go away,
I'm not going to shed a tear.”
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In Memory of &retchen Wyler:
Los Angeles’ First Political Animal

Gretchen Wyler, mother of the modern animal rights movement, has passed away.
Along with a successful career on Broadway, Gretchen devoted forty years of her life to
eradicating cruelty toward animals.

Wyler became an advocate for animals after visiting a Warwick, New York shelter in
1966. She was so horrified by the conditions there that she created a new, more humane
shelter and managed it for 10 years. She soon became the first woman on the ASPCA's
board of directors. In 1986, she founded the Genesis Awards, a celebrity-studded event
honoring media outlets that do an outstanding job of covering animal cruelty issues. A few
years later, she founded The Ark Trust to focus on raising awareness of animal issues in the
major media. The Ark Trust merged with The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS)
in 2002. Wyler served as Vice President of the HSUS's Hollywood office until her retirement
last year.

How rare it is that one person can touch so many people so deeply in one lifetime,
change so many hearts and minds, and single-handedly alter the course of history for the
animals. That is Gretchen’s legacy. She was a tremendous inspiration to each of us who
knew her. Her spirit will live on in all of our hearts and in the actions we take every day as
we continue her work to make the world a better place for the animals.

This issue of The Political Animal is dedicated to Gretchen Wyler, whose unparalled
compassion and vision improved the lives of animals all over the world. It is also dedicated
to the editor’s beloved Girl Dog, who was found 10 years ago roaming the streets of Los
Angeles pregnant, scared, and the victim of abuse and through love and attention became
the sweetest of companions. May they both rest in peace.

POLYCUBE MEDIA

Conscious Media Distribution and
Circulation for Southern California

213.216.8681 * www.polycubemedia.com

\

Page 8

How You Gan Help

1. Volunteer at your local shelter or
rescue group.

2. Be a short-term foster parent for a
homeless cat or dog.

3. Assist VFTA without spending a
penny through a great program called
eScrip: a. Log on to www.eScrip.com
and go to members/supporters and
then to sign up. b. Designate Voice for
the Animals to receive contributions.
Register your grocery club card from
a participating merchant and/or your
debit/credit cards. Your information is
private and secure. ¢. Whenever you
shop, eScrip automatically donates a
percentage of your purchase to VFTA.

A. Shop at the Co-Opportunity Market
in Santa Monica on 16™ and Broadway.
Tell the membership desk that you'd
like to participate in the Voice For The
Animals scrip program.

’?3

((D-OPPORTUNITY

Santa Monica’s Co-operative Natural Grocer

A percentage of what you spend will
go directly to help the animals .

8. Assist VFTA with our “hands on”
animal programs in the following ways:

® Assist with adoptions of foster
animals at outreach events such as our
Sunday program at the Pacific Palisades
Farmers' Market

® Help transport animals to and from
the vet and/or adoptions

® For the artistically gifted animal lover:
Help us design flyers

e For the financially savvy animal lover:
Fundraising: planning, selling, getting
donations

* \olunteering with the animal
assistance hotline

e Anything else you wish to help us
with is greatly appreciated!
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