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In Memory of Gretchen Wyler: 
Los Angeles’ First Political Animal
	 Gretchen Wyler, mother of the modern animal rights movement, has passed away. 
Along with a successful career on Broadway, Gretchen devoted forty years of her life to 
eradicating cruelty toward animals. 
	 Wyler became an advocate for animals after visiting a Warwick, New York shelter in 
1966. She was so horrified by the conditions there that she created a new, more humane 
shelter and managed it for 10 years. She soon became the first woman on the ASPCA’s 
board of directors. In 1986, she founded the Genesis Awards, a celebrity-studded event 
honoring media outlets that do an outstanding job of covering animal cruelty issues. A few 
years later, she founded The Ark Trust to focus on raising awareness of animal issues in the 
major media.  The Ark Trust merged with The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) 
in 2002. Wyler served as Vice President of the HSUS’s Hollywood office until her retirement 
last year.
	 How rare it is that one person can touch so many people so deeply in one lifetime, 
change so many hearts and minds, and single-handedly alter the course of history for the 
animals. That is Gretchen’s legacy. She was a tremendous inspiration to each of us who 
knew her. Her spirit will live on in all of our hearts and in the actions we take every day as 
we continue her work to make the world a better place for the animals. 
	 This issue of The Political Animal is dedicated to Gretchen Wyler, whose unparalled 
compassion and vision improved the lives of animals all over the world. It is also dedicated 
to the editor’s beloved Girl Dog, who was found 10 years ago roaming the streets of Los 
Angeles pregnant, scared, and the victim of abuse and through love and attention became 
the sweetest of companions. May they both rest in peace.

How You Can Help
1. Volunteer at your local shelter or 
rescue group.

2. Be a short-term foster parent for a 
homeless cat or dog.

3. Assist VFTA without spending a 
penny through a great program called 
eScrip: a. Log on to www.eScrip.com 
and go to members/supporters and 
then to sign up.  b. Designate Voice for 
the Animals to receive contributions. 
Register your grocery club card from 
a participating merchant and/or your 
debit/credit cards. Your information is 
private and secure. c. Whenever you 
shop, eScrip automatically donates a 
percentage of your purchase to VFTA.

4. Shop at the Co-Opportunity Market 
in Santa Monica on 16th and Broadway. 
Tell the membership desk that you’d 
like to participate in the Voice For The 
Animals scrip program. 

A percentage of what you spend will 
go directly to help the animals . 

5. Assist VFTA with our “hands on” 
animal programs in the following ways:
• Assist with adoptions of foster 
animals at outreach events such as our
Sunday program at the Pacific Palisades 
Farmers’ Market
• Help transport animals to and from 
the vet and/or adoptions
• For the artistically gifted animal lover: 
Help us design flyers
• For the financially savvy animal lover: 
Fundraising: planning, selling, getting 
donations
• Volunteering with the animal 
assistance hotline
• Anything else you wish to help us 
with is greatly appreciated!


